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A

BLESSED

NEW

 YEAR

TO 

YOU!

Time to Update Your Estate Plan?
bu Robin Paris, Gift Planning Counselor-Lutheran Haven & SELC District

Here it is, January 2011 already. It’s hard to believe that 11 years ago, we
were all caught up in fear of what crossing over into the new millennium
might do to our computers, clocks, etc.

Why not make a New Year’s resolution to update your estate plan? Here
are the “Top Ten Reasons” to do it now:

1. New children, grandchildren or other heirs.

2. You move to a different state.

3. Sale or purchase of a major asset.

4. Reaching age 70 ½.

5. Your selected beneficiary is deceased or your charitable
beneficiary is no longer in existence.

6. You have experienced widowhood or divorce, or you have
remarried.

7. One of your assets has had a substantial change in value.

8. You wish to ad a major property to your Revocable Living Trust.

9. The person you named as your Executor or Trustee passes away
before you do.

10). The passage of time (more than 3 to 5 years).

As your Gift Planning Counselor, it would be my pleasure to review your
plan and help you develop a Lifetime Plan for Giving which incorporates
your current or revised estate plan and helps you put a spiritual, Christ-
centered focus on your plan. You will still need to engage an attorney for
any changes to legal documents. But we are able to counsel you in ways
to multiply your estate, avoid taxes, and bless ministries that have been an
important part of your life here on earth. The construction of charitable gift
annuities or trusts is handled by the LCMS Foundation for free.

I would be happy to sit down with you at your kitchen table, pray with you,
and help you uncover the Plan that God placed in your heart at your
baptism. As you prayerfully examine your priorities both during life, and
after the Lord calls you home, a plan will emerge that will bless your family
and bring great glory to the kingdom. Remember, my services are
provided by the SELC District at no cost to you. You can reach me at 407-
706-1168 directly at my desk at Lutheran Haven, or on my Haven cell if
I’m traveling: 407-687-7196. 

http://WWW.SELC.LCMS.ORG


STEWARDS OF THE HUNGRY

by Rev. Thomas Soltis, SELC Stewardship Director

 

Sharing Spiritual & Temporal Food
Upon leaving a complex of fast food restaurants, I

noticed a bearded middle-aged man bending over

a trash can. “He couldn’t be rummaging for food?” I

queried. He was. He fished out a half eaten

hamburger and put it in his pocket. I walked over

and asked him, “You’re hungry, aren’t you?” “Sure

am,” he replied. I bought him a meal. As he eagerly

and happily ate away, he profusely thanked me.

“Don’t thank me.” I replied. “Thank Jesus. He’s the

one feeding you through me. He gave me the

money and moved me to buy you a meal.” I then

shared the Gospel via Jesus, the Bread of Heaven.

After a number of explanations, he finally

understood and embraced the Gospel grace of

salvation.

Caretakers of the Hungry
The word, “steward”, means “caretaker”. Jesus, the

perfect steward, cared about the hungry   He fed

over 5,000 on one occasion (Matt. 14:13-21) and

over 4,000 on another (Matt. 15:29-39). W ith a

promise of reward, Prov. 25:21-22  encourages us

to  feed even our enemies. The widow of Zarephath

was rewarded with food during a famine and the

restoration of life to her son because she shared

whatever little food she had with the prophet, Elijah

(1 Kings 17:7-24).

Natural Disasters Are Deadly
An 1896 drought in China killed as many as 13

million people. Other disasters, such as tornadoes,

hurricanes, earthquakes, volcanic eruptions,

tsunamis and floods, also produce death thru

starvation. Hunger, however, is produced not only

by natural disasters. It also results from economic

and social conditions. The US Division of

Agriculture issued startling statistics for 2008-09 ...

“14.6% of US households (49 million people)

struggle to put food on the table; nearly one in four

children is at risk of hunger.” .  Yes, there is much

Christian stewards of the hungry can do!

Congregational Food Drives
Congregations are responding to meet hunger

needs with food drives. One was recently held at

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Parma, OH. As part

of a Thanksgiving Service celebration, worshipers

placed multicolored paper leaves on a sanctuary

“Thanksgiving Tree” and non-perishable food

beneath it. The event was so successful, members

will have the opportunity to donate food in the

narthex any Sunday.

Hunger Centers
The donated food at Holy Trinity was in turn given

to the Parma Hunger Center located at Parma

Lutheran Church, Parma. Chartered by the Hunger

Network of Greater Cleveland, the center serves

fou r com m un it ies o ffe ring  f ree  food  to

approximately 3,500 families per year.

Churches, schools, clubs, stores and businesses

contribute food as well as money which is used to

purchase reduced-price food from the Cleveland

Food Bank, a network distributor of various

government and community food sources. The

church provides the space and utilities free; 45

individuals donate their time.

         

                

          

LCMS World Relief & Human Care
On an international level, Missouri Synod’s W orld

Relief & Human Care provides food as well as

many other services to meet human needs

domestically and internationally. Financial gifts from

individuals, congregations and other sources

enable grants to assist the needy - especially

during disasters. For example, funds were given to

centers in Haiti established by missionaries to help

meet  monumental disaster needs. Contributions

may be sent to : LCMS W orld Relief & Human

Care, P.O. Box 66861, St. Louis, MO 63166.(888-

930-4438). 

Visit http://givenowlcms.org.    

Parma Hunger Center Volunteers

Arch Stevenson, Dir., Eric Zitney,

Dale Kraemer
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SELC NEWS . . . NEWS . . . NEWS

Jon Thomas (Holy Cross, Lake Mary FL) has

accepted a call from Salem LC (Orange CA) to

become their Senior Pastor. Please pray for

Brother Jon as he undertakes this new position;

and pray for Holy Cross Congregation as they

engage in evaluating their Pastoral team structure

and what the Lord’s W ill may be for them.

St. John (Granite City IL) Call to Rev. Timothy

Heath (Trinity (Holton KS) to become their Pastor

has been returned.

Holy Trinity (Garfield NJ) has received their Call

list.

St. John (Hazleton PA) has decided to request the

Placement of their delayed Vicar, Matthew

Rasmussen, as their Pastor, after the completion of

the Vicarage.

Please pray that all seek to understand and to

submit to God’s Will in the Calling process, and that

God would provide the very best men suited for

each Congregation’s and Community’s needs.

Report Reminders

All District Officers and Committees are

requested to send in their annual report to be

received NO LATER THAN JANUARY 10, 2011, so

that they will be available for the SELC Board of

Directors.

Requests for funding for District Missions,

Programs, or Committees must be submitted and

received NO LATER THAN JANUARY 10, 2011 so

that the SELC Fiscal Committee will be able to

finalize the 2011 SELC District budget work

program.

Whenever your congregation receives Report

requests from Synod, please complete them

ASAP and mail them back to Synod as well as a

copy to the SELC District Office in Cudahy. Please

do not put them in a desk pile! 

COMPLETE-COPY-MAIL!

SELC Directories

Copies of the 2011 Address & Phone Directory of

the Congregations, Committees, & Professional

Church W orkers are available by request to the

SELC District office: 4850 S. Lake Dr., Cudahy W I

53110; or email: selcdis@wi.rr.com; or phone 414-

698-7208.

An overall view of the entire 2011 calendar for the

SELC/LCMS is printed on Page 7. However, each

month, we’ll offer an updated list for the following

month: Here’s the latest for January.

JANUARY

4-6 LCMS Youth Ministry 2011, Orlando FL

6 EPIPHANY

6-8 LCMS National DCE Conf., Orlando FL

10 Deadline for all reports for the SELC Board

of Directors’ Agenda

Deadline for all requests for funding in

SELC 2011 Budget

15 “MISSION U” (sponsored by Lutheran

Hour Ministries)

Hosted by Holy Cross, Alsip IL

15 “MISSION U” (sponsored by Lutheran

Hour Ministries)

H o s t e d  b y  C o n c o r d i a  “ N o r t h ” ,

Northampton PA

18-19 Lutheran Haven Board of Trustees,

Oviedo FL

24 Southern Circuit Pastoral Conference,

(morning)  Faith “Viera”, Rockledge FL

24 SELC Fiscal Committee, 3:00pm, , Faith

“Viera”, Rockledge FL

25-26 SELC Board of Directors

29 “MISSION U” (sponsored by Lutheran

Hour Ministries)

Hosted by Calvary, Parma OH

This is your newsletter . . . Articles & Photos are welcome! Send

submissions to: 

The Lutheran Beacon

c/o Gail Peterson:

1210 Ambra Dr. – Viera, FL 32940-6755

email: gailmail37-beacon@yahoo.com

Please submit articles as separate attachments in the program

you write in. [e.g. Word Perfect, Word, etc.], NOT as part of your e-

mail.

Photos must be submitted as separate attachments [NOT as part

of your article–.JPEG format preferred.]

When sent by snail mail, photos must be received by  the 8  of theth

month. If you want them returned please attach a note and send a

self-addressed stamped envelope. 

DEADLINE FOR THE FEBRUARY ISSUE 

IS JANUARY 12  TH

Check us out in full color at www.selc.lcms.org
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Ablaze/Fan Into Flame  Outreach Treats 120
by Rev. Al Vomhof

St. Stephen’s, Dickson City PA used $215.07 of its Fan into Flame outreach funds (15% of all gifts
given to Fan into Flame come back to St. Stephen’s for outreach) to purchase Christian Canvas tote
bags with a pumpkin and the words “Shine with the light of Jesus” that could be colored, gummy
candy lifesavers, goldfish snacks and “Hello!  It’s Halloween” bag/tract that said:

I have another treat for you…The story of Jesus our Savior from sin. To learn more about Jesus I
would like you to join me for Sunday School and church at:  

Saturday Praise Service 5:00 pm  

Sunday Worship 9:30 am

Sunday School 10:45 am

ST. STEPHENS - 25 HILLCREST DR. 

Dickson City, PA. 570-489-2462

St. Stephen’s distributed about 120 bags to trick or treaters on Halloween/Reformation Day, October
31 . Many positive and grateful comments were received from children immediately. Also Christianst

music was being played from the church basement which some parents and children listened to. Pray
for the Holy Spirit to work in the hearts and lives of children and their families through this outreach of
God’s love to our community!!!

A special thank you to Cheryl Vomhof for distributing the bags on October 31!!!

LCMS Foundation President

visits Lutheran Haven
by Donald Kovac, Executive Director

Lutheran Haven’s corporate staff was honored by a

visit from Rev. Tom Ries, President of the LCMS

Foundation. President Ries attended the weekly

corporate meeting and spoke of the many

ministries that have been blessed

by the work of the Foundation

over the past 52 years. Last year,

more than 500 Lutheran ministries

received legacy gifts through the

Foundation. Rev. R ies also

presented our Gift Planning

Counselor, Robin Paris, with a

plaque honoring her achievement

for the professional certification of CDE (Christian

Development Executive). This certification marks

the culmination of three years of study, a

completed practicum and a two-hour oral exam.

Haven Director, Don Kovac spoke of the important

work that Robin is doing in developing future gifts

that help sustain the Haven for years to come.

When to call your Pastor!

Many people think the only time to call the Pastor is

when there’s an illness or death in the family.

These are important times BUT not the only times.

In an increasingly complex world, when we are

pressured from every side in daily living - here are

some suggested times when it would be

appropriate to call upon your Pastor’s services,

friendship and support.

W hen . . .

facing a serious family problem

someone is interested in the church

there is illness or hospitalization

there is a death

there is a wedding planned

you must make an important decision

you’re unhappy about the church;

you need someone to talk with in confidence

you celebrate the birthe of a child

you are facing a spiritual struggle 
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LWML Plays in Peoria –

Start making your plans now to
attend the 34  biennial LWMLth

Convention from June 23-26, 2011,
in Peoria, Illinois. 

You will want to be there for all the
excitement of this convention under
t h e  t h e m e  B e i n g  w i t h
Jesus–Living on the Edge based
on the Scripture verse, “And they realized they
had been with Jesus. For we cannot but speak
the things which we have seen and heard.”
(Acts 4:13b–NKJV). There will be an
inspirational opening worship service with Rev.
Ken Klaus as the proclaimer. Rev. Klaus, the
speaker of The Lutheran Hour, will share many
insights for what it means to”live on the edge.”
The host congregation for the worship will be
Trinity Lutheran Church, Peoria. 

It will be especially important for us in SELC to
attend this convention so we can “take note” of
what the volunteers are doing. As part of the
2013 Coalition, we will be part of that volunteer
force in Pittsburgh. Our three delegates and
three alternates have been selected for the
convention and in January the SELC District
LWML Executive Board will select a Young
Women Representative to represent us.
Although the December 1  deadline for thest

YWR applications has passed, I will still accept
others ASAP. There is a possibility of a
coalition bus going to Peoria from the East but
nothing is diffident. 

Hopefully, all of you have received your
Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly by now with the
information you will need to register. If you
have questions, please contact me
skroegge@pa.metrocast.net or check on the
LWML website at www.lwml.org.

God’s Blessings to you all for a Blessed New Year

Sharon Roegge, SELC District LWML President 

LWML Human Care 
by Nona Schipull, 

SELC District Human Care Chairman

It has been a year since the
devastating earthquake hit Haiti.
Although much help has been given
to the Haitian people, there is still
much need there, and we must
continue to provide whatever help
we can. Several organizations

continue to accept donations and have projects
in Haiti. I am highlighting three and would love
to know other organizations. If you support
others, please email me information about
them www.joynfaith7@aol.com. 

10. Lutheran Church Charities (find them at
www.lutheranchurchcharities.org ) is
accepting donations for water purification
filters because of the cholera epidemic,
shoes for children in tent cities, medical
help, and housing. They coordinate
volunteer mission teams to go to Haiti for
home building with LCMS World Relief and
Human Care.

11. LCMS World Relief and Human Care is
working to provide permanent housing
through a project called, “Building Homes
and Hope for Haiti.”  For more information
go to www.lcms.org/bhhh. They also have
medical professional volunteers who go to
Haiti as a Mercy Medical Team.

12. Orphan Grain Train www.ogt.org sends
shipments of many types of items to more
than 200 relief centers, refugee camps,
churches, and orphanages. At an average
shipping price of $8,000 per container,
donations are needed for shipping costs.

 

Do not neglect to do good and to share what
you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to
God. Hebrews 13:16

Little Johnny and his family were having Sunday dinner at his Grandmother’s house. Everyone was seated around

the table as the food was being served. When Little Johnny received his plate, he started eating right away.

“Johnny! Please wait until we say our prayer,” said his mother. “I don’t need to,” the boy replied.

“Of course, you do” his mother insisted. “We always say a prayer before eating at our house.”

“That’s at OUR house,” Johnny explained. “But this is Grandma’s house and sho knows how to cook!”
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2011 CALENDAR of EVENTS for SELC / LCMS

JANUARY
4-6 LCMS Youth Ministry 2011, Orlando FL

6 EPIPHANY

6-8 LCMS National DCE Conf., Orlando FL

10 Deadline for all reports for the SELC Board of

Directors’ Agenda

Deadline for all requests for funding in SELC

2011 Budget

15 “MISSION U” (sponsored by Lutheran Hour Ministries)

Hosted by Holy Cross, Alsip IL

15 “MISSION U” (sponsored by Lutheran Hour Ministries)

Hosted by Concordia “North”, Northampton PA

18-19 Lutheran Haven Board of Trustees, Oviedo FL

24 Southern Circuit Pastoral Conference,

(morning)  Faith “Viera”, Rockledge FL

24 SELC Fiscal Committee, 3:00pm, , Faith “Viera”,

Rockledge FL

25-26 SELC Board of Directors

29 “MISSION U” (sponsored by Lutheran Hour Ministries)

Hosted by Calvary, Parma OH

FEBRUARY
8-9 Western Circuit Pastoral Conference

8-9 Central Circuit Pastoral Conference, Calvary,

Parma OH 

19 Luther League Western Zone Ski Trip

21-23 Eastern Circuit Pastoral Conference, 

Concordia “North”, Northampton PA

21-24 Council of Presidents, St. Louis MO

24-25 LCMS Intentional Interim Ministry Board, 

St. Louis MO 

MARCH
9 ASH WEDNESDAY

(At this time, there are no scheduled meetings

during March)

APRIL
1 Deadline for submitting Vicar Request and Call

Placement Request to District

8-9 SELC LWML Eastern Zone Retreat, Eden Resort

Lancaster PA

12 “Pre-slotting” of Vicars and Candidates 

by COP and Seminaries Call Committee, 

St. Louis MO

21 Maundy Thursday

22 Good Friday

24 Easter

28 Final “Slotting” Vicars and Candidates, Fort

Wayne

29 Placement Committee meets with District

Presidents individually, Fort Wayne IN

30 Council of Presidents; Placement, Fort Wayne IN

MAY
1 Council of Presidents meets with Concordia,

Fort Wayne Faculty

2 Council of Presidents meets.  Fort Wayne

Vicarage Service (evening).

3 Council of Presidents meets.  Fort Wayne

Candidate Call Service (evening).

4 St. Louis Vicarage Service (afternoon) and

Candidate Call Service (evening)

5 Council of Presidents meets with Concordia,

St. Louis Faculty

12-13 Lutheran Haven Board of Trustees

16 Western Circuit Pastoral Conference, St. John,

Cudahy WI

17 Western Circuit Pastors meet with SELC

Mission Board and Board of Directors (AM)

Mission Board (PM)

18, 19 SELC Board of Directors, St. John, Cudahy WI

JUNE
2 Ascension

12 Pentecost

24-26 International LWML Convention, Peoria IL

JULY
7-10 SELC District Luther League Convention, Zion,

Clark NJ

AUGUST
18-19 Lutheran Haven Board of Trustees

SEPTEMBER
16-20 Council of Presidents, St. Louis MO

OCTOBER
4-6 All LCMS Districts’ Administrative Assistants

Conference, St. Louis MO

17-19 SELC General Pastoral Conference, 

Chicago IL

19 SELC Mission Board, Chicago IL

20-21 SELC Board of Directors, Chicago IL

31 Reformation

NOVEMBER
1-2 Lutheran Haven Board of Trustees, Oviedo FL

14-17 Council of Presidents

18-20 Lutheran Church Extension Fund Annual

Meeting
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